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Employers entitled 
to reject gays, 
Schmidt claims 


By Ear] Fowler 
of the Star-Phoenix 


REGINA — Employers. should 
have the right to bar homosexuals 
from certain jobs, Social Services 
—s Grant Schmidt said Fri- 

ay. 

The Melville lawyer also ex- 
pressed doubt as to whether 
homosexuals can be Christian. 


homosexuality” 
eand theft. “<> 


Schmidt-raised the ire of some. 


homosexuals and civil libertari- 
ans Thursday, and was applauded 
by some conservative groups, for 
saying homosexuals should not be 
allowed to adopt children. 

Schmidt said Friday this has 
been a longstanding policy of the 
pew caucus. He invited 
.CBC reporter Bob Nixon to a pri- 
vate interview to elaborate on his 
views. 


Nixon taped the interview and | 


later played the tape for other re- 
porters. . 

Asked whether employers 
~should have the right to deny 
‘homosexuals employment, on the 


~ sexuali } 
gether, and that kind of a home’ 
“would not necessarily be what we 


basis of their sexual orientation 
alone, Schmidt replied: 
“Traditionally, the employer 
has had some say in what type of 
employee they hire. And it would 
depend on the nature of the job, 


how well the person was doing the — 
job, and what the values of the - 


employer might be. And an em- 
ployer should still have the right 


to not hire certain kinds of people * 


that they think would not be desir- 
able.” 


He drew an analogy between 


homosexuality, which he said en- 


tails a ‘“‘deviant” lifestyle ‘not 
considered normal in this prov- 
ince,” and theft. 


“If somebody believes that 
stealing is not morally wrong, 
then I would think employers 
should have the right to dismiss 

le who they think disagree 
With their opinion that desing is. 
+. morally wrong. Would you 
want to have a confirmed thief on 
the premises?” 

Asked whether a gay couple 
who consider themselyes Chris- 
tian should be allowed to adopt 
from the private Christian adop- 
tion agency in Saskatoon, Schmidt 
said:; : 
he (Christianity and homo- 

y) don’t necessarily go to- 


FEB 1 2 1988 


Grant Schmidt 


would consider a Christian 
home.” eo 
Schmidt said the Saskatoon 
Christian Counselling Centre has 
indicated it will place children 
with adoptive parents of other re- 
ligions, as he feels it should, but 
“deviant lifestyles is not some- 
thing that we would encourage, 
for example, for children.” 
Asked whether he feels homo- 
sexuals should be allowed to 
‘adopt children, Premier Grant 
Devine said that with about 1,000 
couples on the adoption waiting 
list for infants, it’s exceedingly 
unlikely that homosexual individ- 
— or couples would be success- 


He said he wants to discuss the © 
controversy with Schmidt before 
commenting further. 

However, he did say his govern- 
ment has no intention of amend- 
ing the Saskatchewan Human 
Rights Code to ban discrimination . 
on the basis of sexual orientation. 
There is no reason to do so, he © 
said, because gays already enjoy 
od same legal rights as everyone 

Se. 


. Coalition opens -numan rights 
erosion’ batile 


x 


Tuesday, November 24, 1987, 
Saskatchewan ~ Star-Phoenix 


By Gord Struthers 

of the Star-Phoenix 

’ The silénce ends today, says Pe- 
ter Millard, a spokesman for the 
newly-formed provincial Coalition 
for Human Equality. 

- At simultaneous news confer- 
ences in Saskatoon and Regina to- 


‘°°gay at-40B.m., interested people 


and groups will speak out against 
the ongoing “‘erosion of human 
rights” in the province, he said 
Monday. * 
. Joining the protest are Ron 
Kruzeniski, chief commissioner of 
-the Saskatchewan Human Rights 
_ Commission; Ed Holgate of the 
{ Saskatchewan Association for 
' Human Rights; Rev. Fred Seller 
of the United Church; and repre- 
sentatives of the Saskatchewan 
Federation of Labor, the Saskat- 
chewan Action Committee on the 
Status of Women and the Saskat- 


- within the — of the 
* ment is sca 
_ hosing funding and those outside 


“This government has been 


very effective in silencing peo- 
ple,” said Millard. “Everyone 
overn- 
of being fired or 
the government are afraid of 
being blacklisted. 


“We want to break that silence 


and get people to speak out and 
restore Saskatchewan to the repu- 
tation it once had as one of the 
leading provinces in tolerance, 
understanding and decency in 
human rights.” 

Recent remarks by ministefs of 
the Devine government and fund- 
ing cuts to the human rights com- 
mission, the Saskatchewan Legal 
Aid Commission and other organ- 
izations suggest racism, homo- 
phobia, and a degrading assess- 
ment of the poor are bein 


“They find it exciting to be able 
to say things about people on wel- 
fare, about the queers and foreign 
people. They are brutal and igno- 
rant men.” : 

Millard said the “frightening” 
aspect of recent controversial re- 
marks by Human Resources Min- 
ister Grant Schmidt and Premier 
Grant Devine is favorable re- 
sponse among the general public. 

“Our leaders should be leading 
the province in social awareness 
instead of speaking to the worst 
attitudes in our society.” 

Millard said the coalition — 
which represents 10 provincial 

and about 20 individuals — 
will hold a meeting in January to 
decide on a program of action. 


chewan Civil Liberties Associa- 


‘tion. 


said Millard. 


g 
advanced by elected officials, 


Humanism new pagan god’ 
in today’s modern society 


I was surprised to learn what 
Verne Clemence considers to 
be “lessons of history’’ to dem- 
onstrate his view that we 
should ‘“‘reaffirm...a com- 
mitment to tolerance and com- 
passion” toward homosexuals 
(SP Nov. 5). 

Apart from the Holocaust of 
the 1940s, which was a crime 


against a race of people for ~ 


having been born into that 
race, all those events he named 
were fought to stabilize soci- 
eties. We are again very close 
to that juncture. I hope words 
will be the only swords neces- 
sary to have common sense 
prevail. 

Just because Clemence says 
gay “marriages” are “‘accept- 
able to the community” and 
that “that should count for 
something” does not make it 
right. Theirs is an acquired 
lifestyle, not one to which they 


Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 


were born. It is a deviant life- 
style which, through demoral- 
ization, does lead to ‘‘frighten- 
ing, less enlightened times.”” A 
society whose morals and laws 


‘are too loose invites its own 
. demise. 


1 do not profess to be deeply 
religious, but I wonder if 
Clemence has ever consulted 
the oldest history book in the 
world, the Bible, pectiowints 
Paul’s letter to the Romans 


- written about AD 57, a divine 


indictment against paganism. 

Our pagan god today is- 
known as humanism. Through 
it, emphasis is placed solely on 
human interests’ (homosexu- . 
als’ rights is only one aspect) 
without regard to the effects 
they may have on our society 
as a whole. 

Suppose, for the sake of ‘‘tol- 
erance and compassion,” we 
join Clemence's “enlightened 
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times” and give homosexuals 
the right to adopt children. 
Who would be next to demand 
that right — prostitutes, drug 
addictsMealers, murderers 
and thieves? How far do we let 
tolerance govern for the sake 
of tolerance? 


- This country was founded on 


Christian-Judeo principles 


which guarantees me that all 
law-abiding citizens are pro- 
tected — -whether those be the 
laws of God, man or nature. In _ 
a time when those principles 


. are under attack, it is refresh- 
ing to have politicians such as 


Social Services Minister Grant 
Schmidt. and Premier Grant 
Devine reassure me that those 
principles are very much alive 


and well — at least in Saskat- 
chewan. 


Blanche Crowder 
Blaine Lake 


Monday, November 23, 1987 . 
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Legal protection of gay rights 2 
object of coalition’s Campaign _ 


x 


By Tom Blackwell 
of The Leader-Post 


A coalition representing women, 
labor and human rights advocates 
has launched a campaign to win le- 
crimination. 

Claiming that Saskatchewan is 
home to 100,000 homosexuals, four 
groups urged the provincial govern- 
ment Tuesday to ban discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation. 

The organizations cited a 1985 


_Gal protection for gays against dis- 


. Gallup poll which indicated close to 


70 per cent of Saskatchewan resi- 
dents surveyed favored entrenching 
Say rights. - 

“We have been unfairly fired, we 
have been wrongfully evicted, we 
have been denied essential ser- 
Vices,"’ said Regina homosexual 
Kerry Barrett, spokesman for the 
Coalition for Human Equality. 


“We are here to serve notice we 
€re not prepared to remain silent on 
this issue any more.” 


But the coalition, which includes 


. the government-affiliated Saskat- 


chewan Human Rights Commission, 
appears headed for an uphill strug- 
gle with legislators. 


All three provincial parties’ 
Caucus chairmen, as well as NDP 
human rights critic Louise Simard, 


were invited to attend a news con- 
ference Tuesday and voice their po- 
sitions on the issue. None showed 
up. ; 
“It’s a pretty sad statement,” 
Barrett said. 

Most of the groups in the coalition 
in the past have recommended 
amending the province’s human 
rights code to ban employers, land- 
lords and public services from dis- 
criminating on the basis of sexual 
orientation. = --. 

But the campaign escalated after 
Social Services ‘Minister Grant 
Schmidt said recently gays 
shouldn't be allowed to adopt chil- 


‘dren because they are less stable 


than others and lead a “deviant” 
lifestyle, Barrett said. 

He said the coalition will aim a 
letter-writing drive at Saskatche- 
wan's 64 MLAs. A petition has al- 
ready started circulating. 

Ron Kruzeniski, the Conservative- 
appointed chairman of the human 
rights commission, said the Charter 
of Rights may protect homosexuals 
in some cases, but it's uch more 
Costly to use than the Saskatchewan 
Human Rights Code and only ap- 
plies to governments. ; 

Myron Kuziac of the Regina Civil 
Liberties Association told the news 
conference it's a scandal the prov- 
ince is fighting against gay rights, 


using “‘lies, half-truths and common 
ignorance.” . 

The 66,000-member Saskatchewan 
Federation of Labor and the Saskat- . 
chewan Action Committee on the 
Status of Women put their Support 
behind the lobby effort as well. 

NDP caucus chairman Ed Tchor- 
zewski said Tuesday he doesn't re- 
call receiving an invitation to the 10 
a.m. news conference. Simard said 
in an interview she was busy with 
other commitments, including a 
free-trade debate Tuesday at noon. 

Simard said she’s willing to look 
at the issue and she may eventually 
bring it up in caucus. : 

Liberal Leader Ralph Goodale 
said in an interview he was tied up 
with paperwork from the party's 
weekend convention and had to bow 
out of the news conference and a 
number of other engagements. 

He said the party will probably 
look into the issue and respond to 
the coalition. 

Conservative caucus chairman 
Lorne McLaren said he didn't 
receive his invitation until last Fri- 
day and no one in the caucus was 
available to attend on short notice. 

Provincial Justice Minister Bob 
Andrew has said the government is 
not’ considering a gay rights law 
now because it has more important 
issues to tackle. 


Sask. ‘red-necked, 


cruel’ pr 


Wednesday, November 


By Daryl! Oshanek 
of the Star-Phoenix 


ovince 
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vacy and performance. 
en attitudes of such men to 
the basic rights of men and wom- 


“We hold that the Army's 
regulations violate the con- 
Stitutional guarantee of 
equal protection of the laws 
because they discriminate 
against persons of homosex- 
ual orientation... and be- 
cause the regulations are not 
t to promote a legit- 
imate compelling govern- 
mental interest,” Judge Wil- 


: is. nila diet liam Norris wrote. 
Ps | each SE ce en to exhibit freely their —— - He was joined by Judge 
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Equality spokesman Peter Mil- = aera bard pence © packed ge poo nites by Judge Norris’ decision and 
rear Hee skatoon news Society must be more vocal in federal appeals court ruled we think that finaly we have 


Millard said the government is 
fostering attitudes of intolerance 
and misunderstanding totally 
unacceptable in the area of 


ity inary citi i cigs the Constitution,” said Seat- 
human rights. siblity of the ordinary citizen. We unconstitutional. : 

At simultaieobs news confer- Must ape mey aoe The Ninth U.S. Circuit ne bern jar lawyer 
ences in Saskatoon and Regina, palapat de 9 nec éat ceticat cneace .Court of Appeals ruling in the pp ronmpanl hired f 
interested people and groupS porsice 7 ay sliace. tx tite case of a l4-year Army vet- Watkins by the Ameri or 
spoke out against the ongoing face of such oppression that will eran, involves other military Gvil um y the American 
“erosion of human rights” inthe snow it to cometal ” branches because the regula- M, berties Union. 
province as exemplified by recent : Rev. Fred Seller of the United tion was issued by the De- e said Watkins would like 
statements about gay men and cyurch said not all Christian fenceDepartment. - to re-enlist. “He really wants 
Hesbians from various govern” E1UITA Chrictian churches agree The court split 2-1 initsde- us Job back ... He wants to 
ment ministers. gee. ono Cintsnen cence Se DL tae age be in the Army.” 

with the government regarding its cision in the case of Sgt. Salsees anid bo kxcacts 

Those joining the protest — in- stance towards homosexuals. |. Perry J. Watkins, 39, of Ta- ' the army will we 
eluding Ron Kruzeniski, chief The United Church of Canada in coma, Washington, an ad- incés he a a ~ 
commissioner of the Saskatche- 3984 passed numerous “affirma- ministrative supervisor re- «ne a -judge panel of 
wan Human Rights Commission, _ tions” accemiee all people into its |/ : fused re-enlistmentin 1981 at 4, appeal court and, failing . 
and representatives from 10 pro — fold regardless of sexual orienta- * ‘Ft Lewis, Washington, de- ere, move to the US. Su-~ 
vincial groups and numerous indi- tion, said Seller. = spitean exemplary record. Jpreme Court. : “ 
viduals — called for sexual orien- : . i el 


fation to be included as-a 


prohibited ground of discrimina- 


its opposition to the statements 
being made in Regina or fear op- 
pression, he added. 

“Human rights are the respon- 


“We acknowledge the church 
has encouraged, condoned and 
tolerated the rejection and per- 


yesterday that a 1981 Army 
regulation barring re-enlist- 
ment of soldiers discovered 
to be homosexual was 


a court that recognizes this 
type of discrimination is in- 
compatible with the funda- 
mental rights guaranteed by 


tion in the Saskatchewan Human —gecution of homosexual in : ‘Tarzan ac ‘aig Steee ain tga 
Rights Code. “— society and in the church, and we While several bundred peers 
Saskatoon poet Patrick Lane all on the church to repent.” 


-gaid recent remarks by Human ~ 
Resources Minister Grant 
Schmidt about homosexuals re- 
1 the general attitude of all 
“members of the present govern- 
ment in Regina. 

“What should concern all of us 
is the overall attitude of these 


tooked on, the women were wres- 
ed to the floor by three ushers. 
“It was the most extraordinary 
scene,” said Dame Elaine Kellett- 
Bowman of the Conservative 
party. “It was'a pure Tarzan act. 
“They flung ropes Gver the gal- 


Schmidt's statements that 
adoptive children should not be: 
laced in gay households reflects: 
"decisions based on a blanket, 
stereotype that does not recognize: 
rents as individuals.” Action 
Bits Care spokesman Gail Ste-| 


in Lords 
protests bil 


' LONDON (AP) — Three Jery and started shinnying down | 
men toward human rights — vens said. women swooped from the gallery them.” 
Rieti is Benes Ah Mei te ex ha pcuitiard said the coalition will of the House of —_ verb, ropes “Some of them were hanging 
er, () - a meeting in January fo ed into ber between 
sions and freedom, or the rightsto cide on a program for action. | a te aan oe Ey ane 


Tuesday to protest a bill to restrict 
funding for information about 


ty. 

The uproar broke out when the 
peers voted 202-122 in favor of a 
government bil] outlawing activi- 
ties by loca) authorities they said 


the floor. Some were trying to pull 
them up again, and others were | 
trying to pul) them down.” | 
* ‘The new law is aimed at pre- 
Yenting local authorities from 
funding homosexual groups or 
Promoting homosexuality as a le- 


‘NDP should state position 


its most prominent and power- . 


In the report on a public 31 members. If convention pol- 


meeting at the university. 
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